SOME   AMERICANS  IN   LONDON

the main object of keeping visitors out of the place;
whereas, in the Capitol at Washington, the regulations
seem to have been devised with the kindly purpose of
enabling strangers to come in. One American lady, of
whom I had charge a few sessions ago, was greatly
amused and puzzled by what seemed to her the perplex-
ing and cross-grained nature of some of our rules. I
had obtained for her a place in the Ladies' Gallery, and
when the hour came at which she wished to leave, I
escorted her into the Lobby of the House itself, and
thence down the stairs which conduct to what is known
as the Members' entrance. As we were midway down
the stairs, I thought it a convenient moment to illustrate
to her the peculiarities of some of our existing rules.
4 You must understand,' I said, ' that a lady can only
come down or go up these steps in the company of a
Member of the House of Commons. If I were suddenly
to be called away from your side, and were to leave you
standing here and go back into the House, do you know
what your position would be ?' She acknowledged that
she had no particular idea of any peril that might
threaten her. 4 Then listen,' I went on to explain, c you
would not be allowed to return back alone into the
Lobby of the House which we have just quitted, and,
on the other hand, you would not be allowed to go down
these stairs and make your way into the open air, and
so find your way home. Think, therefore, of what your
position would be; you could neither escape by the one
way nor by the other unless some Member of the House
should happen to pass up or down these stairs who was
willing to take charge of you and give you the benefit
of his escort.' Her eyes brightened with amusement at
the idea of this condition of possible impasse; but she
proved herself equal to the occasion. With a delight-
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